
You may find the Application of Cord Blood Donation in the 
Karaiskakio Foundation website www.karaiskakio.org.cy or 
you can request to be sent to you either by fax or by email  
by calling at 22772700. Please send the completed and 
signed application form by fax at 22772888 or by email at 
cordblood@karaiskakio.org.cy and call the registry for 
confirmation of its receipt.

 

In the application form, the following are included: a 
medical history of you and your family, a signed consent 
with which you agree to proceed to the cord blood 
donation of your child in the public cord blood registry, and 
a signed consent of your obstetrician that he/she agrees 
to perform the collection.

With the completion of the application form you agree to 
the following:

1.   The cord blood of your child will be evaluated whether 
it meets the storage criteria; only then it will be stored 
in the registry.

2.   If the cord blood is not suitable for use in transplanta-
tion, it will be destroyed following standard practice. It 
will not be used for any research purposes without 
your written consent.

3.   Samples from you and the cord blood will be tested for 
diseases that may be transmitted to the patient or 
may affect the transplantation process. All results will 
be kept confidential.

4.   In case of any confirmed positive test results that may 
affect your child’s or your health will be provided to 
you with the corresponding professional counseling if 
necessary.

5.   The cord blood unit will be tissue typed and then listed 
in the registry.

6.   Six to twelve months post donation, you will be 
contacted and asked for any health related problems  
that may affect the suitability of the stored cord blood.

7.   The cord blood will remain in the registry for 20 years 
or until it is no longer suitable for storage.

8.   The cord blood unit will be given to any patient in need 
of transplantation independently of his race, ethnicity 
or religion.
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9.   There will be no financial burden to you regarding the 
cord blood storage of your child.

10. Upon completion of the storage procedure, the cord 
blood unit cannot be removed from the registry for any 
reason other than for transplant related purposes. 
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Karaiskakio Foundation is a nonprofit organization initially 
established with the sole purpose of organizing a volunteer 
bone marrow donor registry. Today by setting a dynamic 
vision “for  a world without leukemia”, it combines 
volunteering and specialized scientific support, in order to 
serve the needs of patients with haematological 
malignancies both effectively and efficiently.

The Public Rotary Cord Blood Registry was established in 
2005 by Karaiskakio Foundation with the collaboration of 
Ministry of Health, the Cyprus Gynaecological Obstetrics 
Society and with the financial support of ten Cyprus Rotary 
Club Associations. A public cord blood registry improves the 
chances of patients suffering from leukemia, especially 
children, to find a compatible donor and proceed to 
transplantion.

The registry operates on a voluntary, non-profit basis similar 
to that of the bone marrow donor registry. Sole benefit from 
the cord blood donation to the public registry, is the 
satisfaction of giving the hope of life to a patient in need of 
transplantation.

THE PUBLIC ROTARY 
CORD BLOOD REGISTRY 

The process of cord blood collection is simple, fast and does 
not involve any pain. It is performed by the obstetrician or 
midwife immediately aster the delivery, when the umbilical 
cord is detached from the newborn. The blood remaining in 
the cord placenta is collected in the special collection bag. If 
at any point the physician feels that the collection of the 
cord blood may interfere with the delivery, the collection 
should be abandoned.  

Within 48 hours of collection the cord blood is transported 
to the Stem Cell Lab at Nicosia General Hospital and 
undergoes a series of quality control checks; if it meets all 
the qualitative and quantitave criteria it is then frozen and 
stored in liquid nitrogen until needed for transplantation. 
Directed or family donation of cord blood may be considered 
appropriate in siblings of children suffering from a disease 
that may be treated with cord blood transplantation.

COLLECTION AND STORAGE 
OF CORD BLOOD UNITS

The cord blood is the blood of the fetus remaining in the 
placenta aster birth and is rich in hematopoietic stem cells. 
These cells may be used to replace the stem cells mainly in 
patients with leukemia or other hematological malignancies, 
genetic diseases of the immune system, and for certain rare 
inherited diseases. It is an alternative source of stem cells 
which is advantageous in comparison to bone marrow due 
to the immediacy of access to the grast but also because 
complete compatibility is not required.

CORD BLOOD 
TRANSPLANTATION

When should I complete the application for cord blood 
donation?
The application form must be completed no later than the 
36th week of pregnancy and at least a month before the 
expected delivery date giving to the mother sufficient time 
to be informed and be certain about her decision. 
Furthermore the necessary time is given for evaluation, 
screening, and approval of the application and timely 
preparation of the collection package.

In case of a miltible pregnancy, may I still make a cord 
blood donation?
In case of a multiple pregnancy (twins, triplets) cord blood 
donation cannot be accepted due to the increased risk of 
mixed circulation with unknown effect to the patient but also 
for safety reasons during a complicated delivery procedure. 
Additionally the cord blood units osten do not meet the 
quantitative and qualitative criteria for storage.

FREQUENT QUESTIONS

What happens if I have a premature delivery?
In cases of a premature delivery, that is under 36 weeks, 
the cord blood donation to the public registry cannot take 
place because the quantity of the cells in the cord blood is 
usually insufficient for transplantation.

Is the collection and storage of the cord blood always 
successful?
There is no guarantee that the cord blood will be collected 
and/or stored. The collection is not considered 
appropriate in case of complications during delivery (i.e. 
fever of the mother or premature rupture of membranes, 
etc). The cord blood may also be rejected for storage due 
to low quantity or viability of the cells contained in the 
unit or for other reasons that may affect its suitability for 
transplantation.

Why are blood samples from the mother needed?
Samples from the mother are tissue typed and tested for 
infectious diseases (e.g. Hepatitis, CMV, HIV, etc). The 
remaining blood sample is stored in the event that 
additional tests may be requested for transplantation 
purposes.

If needed will my family have a priority in finding a 
donor?
All patients in need of a transplant are treated in the 
same way without given any priority if they had registered 
as volunteer bone marrow donors or have donated their 
child’s cord blood in the past. The services of Karaiskakio 
Foundation are provided free of charge to all patients 
residents of Cyprus.

Is it possible part of the cord blood to be stored for my 
family?
The stem cells contained in the cord blood stored are 
limited in quantity; therefore, the whole cord blood unit is 
provided for transplantation purposes. In some cases a 
second unit of cord blood is further needed to cover the 
requirements of the transplant.

Is cord blood tissue stored in addition to cord blood?
At the moment such need is not documented for medical 
purposes, therefore cord blood tissue is not stored.

For how many years can the cord blood be stored?
The cord blood may be stored in liquid nitrogen for 20 
years without its quality being altered.


